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AVZMT Advanced Skills Checklist: Clinical Skills
AVZMT requires 80% of the Advanced Skills be mastered by the VTS (Zoo) applicant. AVZMT
defines mastery as the ability to REPEATEDLY perform the skill safely, with a high degree of success,
and without instruction in a wide variety of species under varied conditions. To ensure validity of the
completed skills, a supervising zoo veterinarian or a VTS (Zoo) must attest to the mastery of each skill
by signing the checklist. *Please note: check boxes of completed skills.
Skill Area
Clinical Skills

Specific Skills
Set up, assist or perform cerebrospinal fluid collection
Set up, assist or perform gastric wash sample collection
Set up, assist or perform tracheal wash
Set up, assist or perform rectal and cloacal wash
Set up, assist or perform elephant trunk wash
Set up and perform gastric lavage, tube feeding
List Species (Common and Scientific Names); use additional pages if necessary:

Assess and care for neonate species, including treatment of complications
List species (Common and Scientific Names); use additional pages if necessary:

Place and scan ID transponder chip
Place ear tag for identification
Identify normal and abnormal respiratory sounds by auscultation
Identify normal and abnormal heart sounds by auscultation
Use otoscope, identify normal and abnormal structures
Use ophthalmoscope, identify normal and abnormal structures
This checklist is a compilation of relevant skills in the field of zoological medicine. The list may be modified as zoological
medicine evolves and with AVZMT’s continuous assessment of technical skills. AVZMT expects appropriate and
professional implementation of the skills by the VTS applicant. It is the responsibility of the VTS applicant to obtain
adequate experience and knowledge to prepare for the examination.
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Specific Skills
Use fluorescein stain to assess corneal ulcers
Apply topical medications
Administer PO medications
Administer SQ medications
Administer IM medications
Administer ophthalmic medications
Administer IV medications
Administer nebulization medications
Administer SQ fluids
Administer IV fluids by gravity delivery
Place and maintain intravenous catheters
List species (Common and Scientific Names) and catheter location; use additional pages if
necessary:

Perform a skin incision to assist with IV catheter placement
Set up, troubleshoot, and use syringe pump
Set up, troubleshoot, and use IV infusion pump
Calculate and administer CRI’s
List species (Common and Scientific Names), medication, and delivery method; use
additional pages if necessary:

Set up, administer and monitor blood transfusions; evaluate for potential problems,
address confirmed complications

This checklist is a compilation of relevant skills in the field of zoological medicine. The list may be modified as zoological
medicine evolves and with AVZMT’s continuous assessment of technical skills. AVZMT expects appropriate and
professional implementation of the skills by the VTS applicant. It is the responsibility of the VTS applicant to obtain
adequate experience and knowledge to prepare for the examination.
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I certify the above VTS (Zoo) applicant has completed the advanced skills specifically checked off on this
list. I have WITNESSED the applicant performing these skills frequently, successfully, safely, and
without instruction in a wide variety of species under varied conditions. All pages reviewed & initialed.
Signed: _____________________________________________________
Date: _______________________
Print Name: _________________________________________________
Relationship to VTS (Zoo) applicant:
___________________________________________________________

This checklist is a compilation of relevant skills in the field of zoological medicine. The list may be modified as zoological
medicine evolves and with AVZMT’s continuous assessment of technical skills. AVZMT expects appropriate and
professional implementation of the skills by the VTS applicant. It is the responsibility of the VTS applicant to obtain
adequate experience and knowledge to prepare for the examination.

